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Despite the rejoinders out there
gnongst some of the fannish, I am
not blase about such things as the
Glenn flight, I frankly admit all
such things give me a big kick.,..
not so much from a national point
of view as a sense of humanity in
general making the big leap out...
I would have been equally gleed to
wabtch the Russian shots, but I'm
also provincial enough to be happy
with the success of this shot, I
sat on the edge of my.chair during

i = A the, Shepard- and Grissom arcs, bub
since this was the first orbital fllght I'd had an'opportunity to watch
from start-tc finish, I set up 'the tagpe reoorder 'and took a few high
spots off the ﬁelevision‘ It11 enjoy listening %o them later (I've al-
ready played the thing back several times) and it may do Bruce some good
in school 1n the future, refresh his memory- as it WETE, .

I don't know how
many bobbles the. Russmans have had, but I must say, in llght of past
ext rapolations and predietions on the part of stf writers, I'm mildly
surprised-to see so few tragedies on our program so far, and no loss of
humon life, yet, knock wood,

The people who have sent in chances for the
mimeo should be guite happy. Your chances are still rather good - mean-
Ing that very few people have actually taken the plunge, .But I'believe
enough have to pay. for.mailing'and leave a little profit for the Willis
fund.s.esbut all in all, 'you scattered few are riding high, -Think posi-
tively; after all, the fewer people participating, the better your
chances of winning the thing,” If it wouldn't look so fishy,- I'd taoke
out o chance myself. - I enjoyed playing around with the thing an a few
pages of BANE and the announcement flyer and all, And there are gquite
definite advantages to a hand-feed, particularly in registration, the
scourge of my mimeoing.

And Eney and Boggs and other commenters on my
mimeo - I haven't decided ‘whiether or no you boys are really .serious in
all these comments about zutomatic counters and storting buttons and
all., I believe it was Les &erber who demanded to see the mimeo when he
arrived for one of our pichics..,.lL conducted a tour of my print shop,
snd he stared in horror at’ the machine, spluttering "Bhut, it looks
just like the cartoonsl" It does indeed, It has a drum, and a crank,
ond a little drive shoft-or something thet moves everytime you turn the
cronk gnd shoves the 1little feed arm forward - and if the side grippers
are right and the stack of paper 1sn't too for back, it shoves a piewge
of paper between firum and roller and it prints ond falls in the feed
tray. It've been using the thln” for almost nine yeors and I have yet
to find an electric cord or any sort of button I can push thot will make
it run by itselfy doybe I should ask for a refund?

Cover lettering this issue by .JOTT,



I thought T would have to pnss an eye test to get ny operctor's
driver's license renewed this year, so I carefully went in for on exan
from the oculist earlicr, and then it turned out I didn't have to tHake
the driving exom anyway, - life, But there was good news at the spec
dector's, at least, For the first time since I first storted wecaring
glasscs at age ten or eleven, I haven't lost ground,.,.in about four yearc
nowv, oddly enough., HMaybe my extremne nmyopia has finally scttled ., or
magbe I'm just getting the farsightedness kick back of 0ld nge. (Indian-
law is set up for license renewal during birthday month - now an old
women of 29.)

I'd do more pointing if T didn't get such peculiar corments
frem the family - such as "What is 1t?" or "Good heavens, what hoppened:’
Steve 5tiles recently sighed unhoppily that whenever anyone is character-
izing unpleasantly arty beatnilts, they always pick on expressionistic or
cbstractionist painting, The beatnilk, by whatever name, in svery period
of artistic history, has been the experimenter, Of course, the facts
are that all but the real stuck in the mud types did experiment - the
ones who persistently satisfied the "I know what I Like" art buyers were
the artists who hid their experiments....or nanaged to grodually ease
them intc more conventional techniques.,

O0f course, my reasoning is nore
obvious - I don't let people see my experiments because they {(the exper-
iments) are such faillures. '

Actually, I have never understood busy work
in the sense of knitting to be Initting, or making lace or something
like that. I want an end product, I!'ve occasionally knitted when I
saw some yarn that I liked..,..but once I'wo made the scarl or muffler
(the only things I can make) I'm through. ind I went to moke 1t quick-
ly. I guess I have always been impatient. %When I'm painting or sketch.-
ing, if } can't achieve the effect I want, I'm inclined to throw the
whole thing out and start over, rather than work over the thing, In
playing a rmusicol instrument, T wont to produce rusic right now; if I
can learn anough basics to satisfy myself irmediately, I will then prac-
tise to beccme more profecient - but I must have some success from the
starte If I try 2 new quirk in singing and find myself unsuccessful,
I'im likely to abondon the entire thing.

But when ycu do get it - when
the brush scems to behave just so and the colors blend just the way you
planned, when your fingers mind their -monners and stay on the right key.
or strings, when your vocal cords sit up oand do as commanded, this is
a satisfaction irreplaceable by any amount of vicarious experience, I'1ll
never be able to achieve the wondrous worlds I visit via stf or the
never-never adventure lands of other fields such as flight or archseol-
ogy, but when I manage to create something myself on o very small scale,
I fecl rather worthwhile,

Broyles is gathering deta for o second edition
ol his WHO'S WHO IN FANDON, and here's hoping more people will respond
this time. HMaybe now that he's proved he actually means business, more
Tfans will be willing to cooperate - in fandom, nothing succeeds like
really doing what you say you will, If you can't find a questionnairs,
inquire of Broyles, L.D. Broyles, Rt #6, Box 453P, lVaco, Texas,
ind o hoppy nonth of Pebrarch to 70w, LO0CssseasccesancasssesasdWO




Those fans Interested in the
fallout shelter controversy
should try to plck up a copy of
the January CONSUMER REFORTS,
wh ich carries a good ten-page
article on the subject (summed
“Glup in thelir definition of the
difference between blast and
=:|fallout shelters: Lthe blast
| shelter offers protection but
|ean't be built; the fallout
: {shelter can be built easlly but
; w1 : =*roffers little protectionl,) Bob
“ : PSR e S Tucker mentions another good
account in BETTER HOMES & GARDENS; he didn't say what issue, and I have
not seen lt, Juanita, who has seen 1t, says she thinks it was also the
January issue.

4 week or so ago, we dug our set of "The Book Of Knowledge" out of sto-
rage —— we got 1t along with our encyclopedia set several years ago,
and Bruce is just now getting to the age where he ean appreclate parts
of 1t. Naturally, I never handle any sort of book without reading part
of 1%, so Juanita and I were dustlng off the volumes and skimming thru .
them when I came to a dead halt at an 1lllustration.for "The Rime Of Tha
Ancient Mariner". The style looked familliesr. I backed up to the first
page of the pcem and there was the notation, "illustrated by Lee Brown
Coye", Talk about nostalgia and sense of wonder]! Juanita found a list
of the entire "staff" of the set (several pages long) and I noted that
Frank R, Paul was also listed as one of the artists, but I didn't hap-
pen to run across any of hls work, :

dome time back I acquired a gun catalog from Service Armament Company.
I intended st the time to send 1t to Alan Dodd, but now I think I'll
keep 1t and get Dodd another one. I can't quite figure out whether
the writer knows what he's saying and is beling funny, or whether his
humor 1s of the unconscious type -- the grammar in the thing is atro-
cious, anyway. But — well, 'in an ad for Thompson sub-machine guns

(in working condition, sold to law enforcement agencies only, he says)
there 1s this 1little gem: "For many years these fast shooting guns have
been a favorite with professional thugs and gunmen in varlous Pollce
and Milltary units as well as with notorious criminals.” While musing,
idly on how any police or milltary readers would react 10 belng called
professional thugs, I turned the page and encountered en ad for the
German Schmeisser MPUO: "Few wlll deny that this deadly tool has all
the specifications needed for mass murder. We are now offering these
weapons for Police use,..." Anybody know 1if Dick Ellington is ghost-
writing gun catalogs these days?

If I get it done in time, the YANDRO Ezoboo Poll ballots will be in-
cluded with this issue, or at least with those coples of this issue
which go to readers who got any appreclable number. of last year's is-—
sues, If you get a ballot, vote...say "thanks¥ to the contributors.

The last AXE carried the news of the death of Ralph Hollend. Then a
few days ago we (and presumably other fan edltors and N3F members) re-



ceived a bundle of mimeographed material from Ralph's sister, Dora Hol-
land, including more detalls of the tragedy. (And his death ls a traged;,
particularly for the N3F, There are other members of the crganizatlon
who are willing to put forth time and effort, but whether any member but
Holland is capable of guldlng and directing that time and effort remains
to be seen.) I don't know if Holland was rezarded by anyone as a Big
Name Fan, but by his rejuvenzstion of the N3F he probably exerted more
actual influence in fandom these past few years than any other single
person., He's going to be missed.

Incidentally, I don't know how interested Dora Holland was in fan-
dom: her picture was among those included 1n Jay Klein's "Pittcon Con-
vention Annual® and she mentions having "cut a few stencils", but I got
the impression that this was more because she wanted to help her brother
than because she cared much about fandom, But do any of you out there
have relatives who would publish your fannish projects for you (and do
a good job of it) if you died? The act may not be unique in the annals
of fandom, but I think it's rare enough that Dora Holland deserves a
commendation., I've been a pretty active fan for years, asnd I don't know
if I could get out an issue of YANDRO without Juanita around to do most
of the work or not.

The US made gquite a big thing of its first orbital flight, didn't it?
I'm happy to see us get up there and all, but I do think they went a bit
overboard on publicity. It seemed to work, though; more translstor
radios appeared in the Honeywell engineering department on Feb. 20 than
I'd seen since the last World Series, and even more people stood arounc
listening to them instead of working. Cheers and all,

Contributions to fanzines {or at least to thls fanzine) seem to run in
cycles. Lately it's been poetry; I'll bet I've accepted a dozen short,
medlum and long verses in the past couple of months, and rejected at
least that many. Before that it was columns; we seem to have acquired =a
lot of rather irregular columnists, though one of them may achleve the
distinction of having a column accepted and then getting chopped off ihu
mailing list before he gets eround to submittling an instellment....

Remember, way back in the dim days when FXSF was just getting started,

g2 story (by Robert Arthur, I think) celled "Nazrapola"? Ahout the man
who went t0 a psychiatrist because he had deluslons that people were
conspiring to do him good? I'm beainning to wonder,...people at work
have been suspiciously friendly to me lately. Like the affsir of the
file cebinat, The engineering depertment is divided into people with
drafting boards, people with desks, and peonle with desks gnd file cab-
inets. I've been in the middle cetegory. The engineer sittlng bdhind
me has glso been in the middle category, and has been bitching about 1t;
he recently mentioned that he'd had a requlsition in for a flle cablnet
for & months., So he wasn't at all happy when the office manager came
over to me last week and told me that my file cabinet had been ordered.
I was just bewildered, meinly because I hadn't asked for a file cadbinet
and wasn’t too sure what I'd do with it when it errived. The englheer
was mollified, however, when he was informed that two cablnets had been
ordered and he would get one of them, Today one of the ceblnets arrived.
end the office manaser ceremoniously hauled 1t into place beside my
desk. The engineer 1s unhappy ageln, and I'm 8%ill confused; ail T can
think of is that I'm getting this status symbol in place of the ralse I
asked for. I could tell them that I'd rather have thé money, but I don't
suppose it would 4o any good. R
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"Blofeld's body weighad about twenty stone. It had once been all mus--
cle - he had been an amazing welghtlifter in hls youth - but in the past
ten years it had softened and he had a vast belly that he concealed be-
hind roomy trousers end well cut double-breasted suits, tallored, that
evening, out of beige doeskin. Blofeld's hands and feet were long and
pointed. They were quick moving when they wsnted to be, but normally, as
now, they were still and reposed. For the rest, he didn't smoke or drink
and he had never been knownh to sleep with a member of elther sex. He
didn't even eat very much. So far as vices or physical weaknesses were
conCﬁrned, Blofeld had alweys been an enigma to0 everyone who had known
him,

Thus writes Ilan Fleming of the latest villalin that faces his intrepld
hero Jamesg Bond, You may recall sometime ago I wrote of Bond's encount-
er with an ingenious sclentlfic robber nsmed Auric Goldfinger, who plan-
ned to rob the vaults of Fort Knox using the atomic warhead of a stolen
rocket, In his latest book, THUNDEZRRALL (Jonathon Cape, Thirty Bedford
Square, London), Fleming faces Jemes Bond against not only Ernst Stavro
Blofeld but agalnst his "private enterprise for private profit", SPECTRE
(The Speclal Executive for Counterintelllgence, Terrorism, Revenge snd
Extortion),

S.P.E.C.T.R.,E., 1s composed of Blofeld as chalrman; Emillo Largo, his
No. 2; ¥Xotze, an East German physlclist; Meslov, a Pollsh electronics ex-
pert; end 1% other men, divided into cells of three. There are three
Sicilians from the Unione Siciliano, the ¥afla; three Corsican Frenchms.:
from the Union Corse, the secret society contemporary with and similar
to the Mafia whi b runs nearly all organized crime in France; threec msm-
bers of Smersh, the Sovlet orpanization for the executlon of traitors
and enemles of the state disbanded by the orders of Kruschev in 1958
and replaced by the Special Executive of the MWD;. three top survivors
of the tormer Sonderdienst of the festapo; three tough Yugoslavs former-
1y of Tito's secret police;and three highland Turks ("The Turks of the
plains are no goed"), This then 1s SPECTRE,

The income from SPECTRE is derived from all sources, The recovery of
Himmler's Jewels from the Mondsee net a guarter of a milllon, the sale
of the ¥YWD headquarters safe from the Russian section of East Berlin
nets half a million from the American CIA, hercin hi-jacking in Naples
nets another 300,000 when sold in Lns Angeles, the British Secret Ser-
vice pays another 100,000 for the Czech germ warfare phials from the

tate Chemical Factory in Pilsen, blackmall of former S5,5. Gruppen-
fuhrer Sonntag living under the name of Santos in Havana ylelds a meager
100,000 dollars ("Unfortunately all the man possessed") and the assas-
sinatlon of Peringue, the French heavy-water speclalist who went over to
the Communigts through Berlin, killed before he had a chance to talk,
nets a further one hillion francs from the Deuxieme Bureau.

But it is with the flnel plan, Omega, that SFICTRE, now intent upon
winding up the business, is concerned. For an organlzation such as this
a finsl coup is needed. One that will net 100 million. But where in the
wOorid ig there a treasure for one group to obtain? “hat robbery, what
echeme can be devised to net this amount in gold bullion, so much money
all at once?
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The answer falls to SPECTRE as it dld to Soldafinger. There is only
one thing worth 100 million to a group of criminals -~ A NATO BOMBER
%ITH TWO HYDROGEN BOMBS ON BOARD!

Persuasive bribery of the risht pilot znd the injection of a cyanide
gas cylinder on board enables the plane to be fllitered off a standard
flight into the general air traffic channels of the world, It could be
anywhere, now! Within a few hours the heads of state recelve an ultima-
tum from SPECTRE, quoting the serisl numbers on the bomber and other in
formation they could not have known unless they possessed the actual
bombs. With the standard warhesd removed and & time mechanlsm substituf
ed, the bombs are small enough to be concealed in a car or speedbost
and driven into the terget, left, and detonated after the SPECTRE agent
has made his getaway. If the ransom money 1s not peid under the direct-
ions given, an installation will be selected at random and the bomb det-
onated. SPTCTRE knows.that when the first bomb has gone off the pres-
ence of the second bomb in their hands will enforce the payment of the
ransom and the bomb will then be returned.

But what is the target? No one knows, Bond himself suspects the bomb-
er has doubled back on its tracks and is in Zurope somewhere, His chief
does not agree. "I decided that a favourable target for Bomb #1 and Bomt
#2 1f it comes to that would be in America rather than in Turope, To be-
gin with, the Americans are more bomb-consclous than we in Europe and
therefore more susoeptible to persussion if it came to using Bomb #2.
Installations worth more than 100 million are more numerous 1n Amerlca
then in Europe. Assuming that the plane could not have landed in Amerle:
itself or off American shores - the coastal radar network is too good -
I looked for a neighboring erea which mlght be sultable and decided up-
on the Bghamas; a group of islends, many of them uninhabited, surrounde
mostly by shoal waters over sand end possessing only one simple civilia
radar station, South towards Cuba, Jamalca, and the Caribbean, offers
no worthwhile tergets. Anyway 1t is too far from the dmerican coastline.
Northwards towards Bermuda has the seme disadvantages. But the nearest
of the Bahama group is only 200 miles - only slx or seven hours 1ln a
fast motor boat or yacht - from the American coastline,"

It is therefore that Bond 1is sent to the Beshamas where he views fhe
idea of being left out of the vast sesrch known as Operatlon- Thunder-
ball with very little taste. He considers he has been given one of the
backwsters of the search and that the bomber is 1n Europe somewhere
still, He views with even greater apprehension the expected appearance
on the scene of his American counterpart, the man from the Central In-
telligence Agency: "Bond hoped he wouldn't be a muscle-bound ex-college
man with 2 crew-cut and & desire to show up the lneompetence of the
British, the backwardness of thelr 1little Colony, and the clumsy inepti-
tude of Bond, in order to galn credit with his chief in Yashington."
Happlly the CIA man turns out to be an 0ld accqualntance of Bond's with
a metel claw for one hand - in this worldwlide search CIA and all other
similar bodies have called in every agent and reserve agent they have
to search for the . mlssing bomber.

It is of course 1in the Grand Pahamas that the missing H Bomber with
1ts deadly cargo ls hidden. The bombs. have been taken away to an under
water cave in protective contalners to awalt the target and are con-
cealed as is the bomber itself, in shallow water with a tarpaulin paint.
ed to look like rocks and weed coverlng 1t and fastened down with cork-
screw plns, Neath the tarpauliln lies the dead crew floating in the now
octopus-infested cabin while unfer the wing lies the treachercus pilot
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with g stilletto thrust in his throat - SPECTRE
trusts no one., Even two members of SPECTRE it-
self are kllled before the group moves in to
collect the first bomb, pursued by Bond, the
one-armed CIA agent end a nuclear submarine, the
Manta., In the bay ls a yacht; a fast hydrofolil
shlp whose captain 1is Emilin Largo.

Within the area that this conglomeration is

operating, the man from Central Intelligence hes
been glven five possible targets - SPECTRE has

just ststed the target will be "a plece of prop-
erty belonging to the Western Powers™, The tar-
gets ere (1) the rocket base at North West Cay
at the eastern end of the Grend Bazhamss, (2)
Cape Canaveral, (3) the naval base at Pensacola,
(4) Miemi, and (5) Tampa. One of these is the
elected "it" for the first h-bomb,

Finally when SPTCTRE clashes with Bond and
hls assoclates 1t 1s not as one might expect in
the alr or in the city, but underwater, as SPECTRE, using an underwate:
chariot, drags its first bomb towards the United States rocket base at
Grand Eghama.

Isn Fleming's plot is ingenlously belleveble, fllled as 1t is with
fantastically accurate detalls of every item mentioned in the story,
the descriptions of the interior of e nucleer submarine and the actual
operetion of a hydrogen bomb sre far clearer and more conclse than you
would expect from any other writer. When Fleming studies something he
cstudies it and his parade of expertise on everythlng from the technic-
al to the sartorial snd the gastronomic adds as always that thick laye-
of reallty, topicality and conviction to the framework that so few oth-
er writers seem t0 cope with, Perhaps it 1s the knowledge of 0 many
subjects lovingly set down in print that ig hglf the secret of Tan
Fleming's success,

It remains to mentlon the very fine cover illustration on THUNDER-
BALL  done by Richard Chopping. It shows a pack of cards with a skele-
tal hand, fingers placed over the cerd, the Queen of Heerts, and be-
tween the bony fingers is driven a knife. Peel back thils cover and you
will see the actual cover of .the book 1tself. This 1s black and embed.
ded in this black cover is the sunken impression of the same skeletal
hand, Tt is quite a brilliant combination and only a taste of the ex-
citement to be found within the pages of this, the latest and perhaps
best of the vooks of Ian Fleming.

"o note with interest thst Du Pont'!s 'Freon' Products Division dis-
played at the recent Western ZTlectronic Show and Convention a tape re-
corder that plays back perfectly while its hi-fi amplifler 1is immersed
in a tenk of liquid solvent. Purpose of the demonstration was tO show
the dielectric and selective cleaning properties of Freon TF fluoro-
carbon solvent, However, because we have a close knowledme of a varliely
of rather odd-ball set-ups possessed by some hi-fi addicts, we suggest
that Du Pont should try to broaden the audience for this demonstration
~ 1t could lead to a new fad for every home which owns a hi-fi set -

a hi-f1 sitting in the middle of a tenk of Freon TF fluorocarbon sol-
vent in the living room.,"
: .....editorial, INSULATION magazlne, Oct. 1961
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Fanmsh bxecutioner’s Dong
BY marion zimmer bradley

4s some day it may happen that a victim can be found

I've got a little list —~ I've got a 1little list

Of fendom's worst offenders who might well go underground --

And they'd none of 'em be missed - they'd none of 'em be missed!
There's the pestilential neofans who boast _of autographs,

A1) candldates for Worthy Causes, Speclal Funds and TAFFs,

All people who yell loudly for more S*E¥X in stf,

And ‘surely every member of the {censored) N3F;

All FAPA4ns who on pubblne bibliographles insist --

And the whole damn' waltling list — I'm sure they'd not be mlssed.

CHORUS: &nd the FAPA waltlng-1ist — that blown-up walting list,
T really must inslst that they'd none of 'em be missed.

There's the filksong s:zrenader, and the others of that race —-

4nd the Scientologist — I'm sure he'd not be missed,

ind the fans who smoke in smoke~filled rooms and blow 1t in your face
4nd the fake sexologlst - I'm sure he'd not be missed.

And the old~time fan who pralses, in enthusliastic tone,

All the authors but today's, and every meg that's dead and gone,

And the femfan from the Midwest, who dresses like a goon,

And butts into the poker games, and glggles llke a loon —-

_"And each misplaced flying-saucer fan and would-be occultist —-

‘Itve got 'em on the 1list, and I know they'd not be missed.

CHORUS: You can put 'em on the list - they're all upon the list,
And 1n fanzines end conventions, I know they'd not be missed.

And the gaunt and bearded nulsance, who just now is rather rife,
The beat-up Zen Budcéhist - he's WAY up on the list -
And the fannish pornographers who retall thelr s,

sl

SN

private 1life D ’
To excel as humorists - they domlnate the list] N
All gpologists for fantasy, in any shape or , o
kind, : o\l \
All pseudo-science experts, llke Ycu-know,
and Never--mind,
And (censored) and Gee Double-you and also
DNQ
And also (but T can't repeat her name or
ghe might sue)
But 1t really doesn't matter who you put
upon the list, <
For fandom changes every year and none //
of ‘em are missed, \

CHORUS: I've got the whole of fandom,
mighty near, upon the list,
And TTve come to the conclusion that it's ME that won't be
missed!
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—article by LEWIS CRANT

For all practical purposes, we are using a calendar first set up
by Augustus Caesar - exceot 1it's not nearly as good., The reason it's
not as good is that Gus didn't have to worry about weeks. In 8 B. C.
they were only a quaint Jewish custom. His calendar, althoungh it had
irregular months and a poorly-nlaced leap year day, was perpetual, You
could chisel it in stone or tattoo it on your chest,

nlthough Pope Gregory XIII made a change in 1582, it only arieunted
to one day in 133 years, And with ilorty and his boys kicking up a fuse.
Greg didn't feel like doing anything drastic,

We had a chance to switch to a modern calendar in 1956, but one
country blocked the change, That country was the United States. Pres-
sured by a mounmental letter-writing campsaign from fundamentalists, the
U.S., Government told the U.N. to drop the idea, /[fter all, we were in
the middle of the reign of Dwight I the Good, and who wanted to kick
God?

RUTAMIE 70 404

-

The calendar we should have changed to was the World Calendar,
which is based on a simple idea first discussed by a Homan Catholic
priest. He noticed that the year is composed of 52 weeks, plus
1,24219785 days, roughly. If you put this extra day and quarter inte »
special category of non-weelk days, you have a nice perpetual calendar,
The year always starts on Sunday, January 1, and it ends on 3aturday,
December 30, with one day shy. You slip this special day, called Dec-
ember W or Year End Day or Terminator, in between Saturday and Sunday,

The leap year day, called Leap Year Day, or June W or Cumulator,
is slipped in between Saturday, June 30, and Sunday, July 1.

This extra day is what bugs the Bible Belters. You see, it breaks
up the sacred cycle of seven days that hasn't been broken since God
took a day off in 4004 B.C. The fundamentalists are worked up about
daylight time already, since it bites a chunk off the "real’ Sabbath
six months out of the year, and they are determined to keep the whole
world noral,

A perpetual calendar like the World Calendar solves a lot of prob-
lems, and saves a lot of ‘money, since scheduling can be done once and
then forgotten about for quite a while, instead of having confusion
every year. If new schedules have to be made up, they can be changed
much more easily, since nearly everything else is fixed.

in the WC, the months are trimmed and rearranged so that every
quarter and half year is equal, Two dates will disappear: Liay 31, and
august 31, and anybody born on those dates will have to celebrate some
other day. Two dates appear: February 30 and aApril 31, and December
%1 is magically transformed into .a fairy princess,(She lecaves the ball
when the clock strikes 24.)} '

I wonder if the Bible Belters know that April 31 will be Walpurgils
Night?
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While the WG will have four Friday?!s-the-Thirteenth, they can be
put to good use. There is a suggestion Easter be fixed on Sunday,
Lpril 8, since there is no real theological reason for the present rigs
rarole. It was devised so that pilgrims to Jerusalem could walk in the
moonlight. In this case, Palm Sunday will be April 1, and it might ke &
cood idea to move ill Fool's day to Friday, spril 13, The same with
Halloween, which would fall on Tuesday every year. It might be better
if we moved it, at least for the kids, to Friday, October 13, I am sure
they will get a bigger thrill out of Friday-the-Thirteenth then out of
the ancient Druidic Mew Year's Eve,

One of the tragedies of the calendar reform movements is that the
propenents of the World Calendar and the thirteen-month calendar thougi.
of their tigers as competitors, and fought tooth and nall. .ctually,tie
thirteen-month calendar can be combined with World Calendar to produce
z very useful system,

Thirtee, months of twenty-eight days look so nice for business sta-
tistics that a lct of companies have inaugurated their own internal
system of thirteen pay-periods for accounting purposes. Unfortunately,
since thevy have to have some correspondence with the outside world,
special caelendars and tables have to be printed, showing what date 1t
is outside when itts Yay 13, ilonth 13 inside. Of course, with our pre-
sent fuggheaded calendar, all this figuring and printing has to be done
over every year., i8S a resuli, a 1ot of companies which tried the thir-
teen=month idea have switched back to regulars.

Comes the %C, however, and you only have to print special calendars
once. In fact, there will probably be sone outfit that has the specilal
calendars already printed up, ready to use. (like me)

To prevent confusion when talking about the ¥ months, none ol
which will he as short as 28 days, and the 28-day "months™ of these thir
teen-pay-period calendars, we give them & new name. We call them "com=
tes" efter .uguste Comte, who invented the thirteen month calendar. =«
sombe, then,is a pericd of 28 adayade

. 1ot of businssses are svwitehing bto the natural fiszcal year,which
means they start the fiscal year after the low period, whenever 1t ise
This cuts down inventory problems, etc. Therefore, we will need a thir-
tesn comte system which can be storted on any week in the year. If we
draw up thirteen-comte calondars which start on any given Sunday, they
a1l turn out to be speclal oases of four caléndars which start on Sun-
day, Jone 1, JApril L, July 1, and October 1, Tho beginnings of the Worl
Calendar quarters, &ll we have to do is draw up four comtean calendars
beginning on these dates, with nice names for the comtes, of anlimals,
flowers, trees, stc., in alphabetical ordcr, and we're in business. You
start your fiscal year on jardvark 1, I start mine in the merry merry
month of lople, end o Happy Hippopotamus to you.

The next suitable date tor switching from our present calendar to
the World Calendar is Sunday, Jan 1, 1967, This means we have about
fiye yesrs to flatten the Pible Beltebs., For one thing, in the last
vote in the U.N,, the United States was a sretty big wheel, end lots cof
countries were willing to zo along with us on such a matter. In 1867,
there will be a lot of countriles with no liking for fundamentalist mis=-
slonary typecs, and not oo much interest in any arguments TG nAY have
on the subject. I know that Canadions ore faunching to get the World
Selendar in duripnpg 1967, which is the 100th anniversary of the Dominion
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act. It would also make Dominion Day a three day holiday in leap yeears.
What a beautiful way to tweak Uncle Sammy's nose.

The science fiction world can help here in a very simple way. Just
put the world calendar in stories, It makes a beautiful gimmick to help
sut your story in the near future, after 1956, The main differences in
the World Calendar arc February 30, april 31, and Year End Day. You can
also throw in some references to Halloween on October 13, or Washingbon's
birthday on February 11, (He was born on February 1l, you Krnow., )

"Mp, Coleridge, I represent the Forlock Poetry Appreciation Society..."
..... Lewls Grant
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This time, I foisted reviews of DYNATRON #9, CRY #157, SHAGGY #59, AMRA

#19, AXE #21, SKYRACX ;41 and MEMACE OF THE LASFS #37 off on Bill Bow-
ers; that's the way to treat you prolific devils,

THE SOUTHERN FAN #4 (L. D. Broyles, Route 6, Box U832, Waco, Texas)
Actuglly I'm not to0o sure how you et thls; I'm not even sure how I got
1t. Presumably available to members of the Southern Fandom Group and
possibly for outside trades and contributions.

FLYER #5 (Dick & Pat Lupoff, 210 E, 73rd. St., New York 21, N.Y, - ir-
regular - free) 8 newsletter, mostly lssued t0 inform their readers that
they need a few copies of  XZRO 7 returned. A few other odds and ends,
plus Lk different ballots....fans vote on everything.

SMUDRE #2 (Joe Pilati, 111 So. Highland Ave., Pearl River, N.Y, - 25% -
bl-monthly - Xen Pitt and Don Dohler, assistants) This seems to be the
best comics (all right, so they're called satire mags now) fanzine since
Larry Ivlie and Ron Farker folded their tents, Of course, that isn't
saying mach.....st1ll, if you're interested 1n news of MAD, HELP!, S5ICk
and the other alleged humor megs, thls one is for you.

VOID #28 (Ted White, 107 Christopher St., New York 14, N,Y - almost
regular ~ 25¢ - henchmen, Terry Carr, Pete Greham, “reg Benford, and
various lesser lights) After me calling the last issue fannish, they
double-crossed me and all the editors became so sgrious that they even
had to import Bill Meyers to write thelr 1dle chltter-chatter., I'm not
sure how their regular readers willl take all thls serious science-fic-
tional discussion, A big lssue, to00.

FADAWAY #13 {Bob Jennings, Box 1462, Tennessee Polytechnic Institute,
Cookville, Tennessee — quarterly - 1l5¢, except this lssue whlch 1s an
Annish and 30¢) And for 78 paces, a bargaln, Cap Future lovers (listen-
ing, DeWeese?) should enjoy the 2l-paze discusslon of the good Captain
by Jennings. Not being a Cap Future lover, I didn't read 1it; Juanita
says it was a bit dry for her taste, #2 1tem is a stf story by MZBrad-
ley; #% 1s a nice cover by Bruce Berry. A good magazine for the serious
stf enthusiast; usually it's a bit toc serlous for me, but then you
KNOW MEeasese




DEREK NELSON - A book that I know everyone
should read is ON THERMONUCLEAR WAR by Kshn,
The book club edltors advocate "everyone should
read it" and for once, they're right. Here's
the answer to those opposed to civil defense,
and also the answer to the world will be des-
troyed by a nuclear war group, There's also a
short horrifying glimpse of future weapons
technology, and the troubles we're in for. The’
price is steep, #10 (%6,25, book club edition)
but worth it, Published by Princeton, and Xahn

;

uses the RAMD gtudles.

LES SAMPLE - I have just digested Karl E, Mey-
ers' THE NEW AMERICA (Basic Books, %4,50), The
book 1s politically oriented, while at the same
time being light and amusing reading (some-
thing not very common in political dlscussions)
THE NEW AMERICA is primarily s dlscussion of
how the New Deal has been succeeded by what

the author calls The Smooth Deal. The Smooth
Dealers ",..tend to be more Talr-minded,better
educated, less hysterlcal, more aware of the
limltations of polltical reform, and more cul-
turally sophisticated" than the New Dealers,
while at the same time being more hypocritical
and less careful of the way they waste tax—
payers' money,

/E&. note: the above two reviews were delayed

in transmission; malnly because they fell off
behind one of our bookcases and were lost for

a couple of months or more, RSC/

MARGARET DOMINICK - Before me 1g a new book
{new to me) by Alexis Carrel, MAN THE UNKNOWN,
After reading Jane Smith's letter, plus some
other ietters in YANDRO, I highly recommend to
all of us as serious readers or lovers of fine
philosophy, MAN THE UNKNOWN, It won't solve
personal problems, just give us some light to
see ourselves,and answer some important ques-—
tions,

R S COULSON ~ Gene DeWeese filrst aroused my in-
terest in ARSENIC AND RED TAPE, by Fdmund Love,
\ by reading large chunks of it at me once when I
was in Milwaukee. (I was sick with asthma and
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unable to defend myself.) Most of what he read concerned the executive
of "Ajax Motors" who audited hls department's paper clips, put automat-
ic counters on the typewrlters and saved the prlce of a Janitor by have
lng hls junior exeuctives plck up waste-paper, open the windows (amount
of opening controlled by dally bulletins from his offlce) and had var-
lous other 1ittle tricks to keep his employees on their toes, Bev De-
Weese's favorlte character in the book was the publicatlions department
Style Editor who made notes on his necktlie, got "the long view" of a
publication by vliewing 1t from the top of a stepladder, and never pass-
ed g rest room under any circumstancee (as he was rather

gbsent-minded about when he had last performed his dkily 4//’

tollet.) I think my own favorite is Oscar, the dairy
dep't head of a supermarket, who carried on an unend-
lng war against salesmen, customers, and employees

of other departments, In short, ARSENIC AND RED TAPE
is a very funny book, and it's now avallable from
Signet for 50¢,

IN THE SCIENCE FICTION DEPARTMENT, Pyramld has
cone out with two very interesting items., The
flrst 1s THE HAUNTED STARS by Edmond Hamlliton,
a novel originelly published in hardcover by
Torquil Books {and the Doubleday book club) but
which has not appeared in magszine form, Like
the blurb says, Hamilton's sfories "bridge the
zap between the pioneer space opera of the '20s
and today's ‘new' science fiction,"In short,
he's a blood-and-thunder adventure writer who
has a good enough grasp of modern wrlting and
the English language to keep adult readers x (7
from wincing, I like his stuff, -
The other (and better) book is THE WALL
AROUND THE WORLD, the first time Ted Cogs~
well's short stories have been collected in
book form., My own favorite is "The Specter
General®, but that may be nostalgla; at any rate,
they're all worth reading., The only error 1n
the book is where the blurbd writer calls Copgs-
well "a respectable teacher of English" (but
then I suppose they don't %now him like we do.)
And this 1s a good time to commend Pyramid for
their practice of identifying their cover art-
ists; it's a practice I wish more pb publishers
would copy. :
LITTLE FUZZY, by H. Beam Piper (&von, 40¢) is || A
not an exceptionally well-written book, when you \; &
s

stop to analyze i%; the plot and much of the
characterlzation is pure hack., 3But the Fuzziles
themselves are such fascinating critters that you
forget about minor detalls while you're readling
1t (that s, unless you're Redd Boggs you do.) _
It isn't one of the best literary efforts that i
I've read recently, but 1t is one of the AoKis T
most enjoyable stories. Highly recommended.
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GRUMBLINGS —

REDD BOGG3, 2209 Highland Place NE, Minneapolis 21, Minnesota - Well,
Ted White 18 right about one thing. After resding the column; T think
that's all. Certainly I don't mark or underline any book I review; that
would be sheer vandalism, But I don't stick a brokmark at every relevaent
place in the book either, My Method - guaranteed not to work.for anybody
else —- 18 to keep a c¢lipboard beside me s I read and jot down.page
references as I come to them and oftenh to write comments thereon..By the
time I'm flinished wilth the book, I have the review written, except for
the task of putting it in proper order. That's dAifficult sometimes in =
complex book like "Rogue lMoon" or when'I try to tackle a whole serles of
books, like my article on Oz, or the entire ocutput of one writer, like
my projected essay on Marion'!s sf. In fact, the latter has been stalled
for years primarily because of the difficulty of putting into alignment
the many pages of notes snd comment 1 have teken down,.

7. T wonder if Ed Wood hes ever trled to rereed any of thonse ten fan~-
_zines from 1943-52 whose contents, he says, "stand as_g stinging rebuke
~to the fan magazine fleld of today." I can remember all of them except .
-SF REVIEW, which title doesn't strike a familiar chord, And I confess I

. don't feel at 21l nostelgic ebout any. of them., They were gll pretty bad.

- 'Dull, pretentious, pompous; those words describe most of them, T'll ad-
‘mit that many of them prlinted an occasional worthy i1tem,. though you'd

" probably be reduced to the strastegem of plckling out a good 1llo or two

if ‘you were asked to find somethling worthwhile in DESTINY, which may be
the worst fanzine ever published (in both its A1ncernations). I cannot
believe that SKYHOOKX, at least durlng the perlod covered, came withln
miles of the leading fanzines of todey. And of course F, Towner Leney
repudiated THE ACOLYTE soon after he folded it. I rather doubt whether

his own criticism of 1t has ever been egualled: Ysucceeded in making a
fascinating subject thoroughly dull.! Aslde from a very few fanzines
today, the current crop 1s' incomparably better written, better produced,
than eny of the ten Ed nemes -~ and the top ten fanzlnes of the moment
considerably outdistance these top ten of the decade Ed refers to.

Td probably underestimates, in the full fervor of his worship of the
past, the amount of sclience fictlon discussion that goes on these days
desplte the emphasis on politics, fallout, etc, I should think as much
discussion of sf goes on these days as there ever did, and a deal more
then went on in the QUANDRY era.

JIM GROVES, 29 Lathom Rd., East Ham, London, E.6, England - This ques-
tion about post-bomb currency - cartridees would do for some time, even
with Grennell type folks coining, they still have to buy materials.
Among other things to hoard I'd guess at tinned food as a good bet,
specially if fallout mucks.up the rest.of the grub,

And a hi to Betty K - re Nina Epton's book (inecidentally is Nina
miss or mrs:¢), I gather she'd done a like book on the French snd has
now turned her attention to the Americans - must have one hell of a
sampling techniquel

Too true the West is losing the cold war, and for why? Cause Americs
(which is effectlvely the West) has somehow caught the stiff-upper-lip
play-the-game disesse from us, %here's the sneaky 0l yankee knowhow
that tosnel us ofF the Bmerican continent? How about using some of that
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surplus productivity selling to the Russian black marketeers? Stuff like
portable radios, jazz and RXR records, introduce 'em to peyote and pln-
ups -- coca cola even! fet some relay satellltes up and deluge 'em with
"Wagon Train®,

/1 thought ultimate weapons like that had been outlawed..? rsC/

Pfc Leslle Sample, RA 14737569, R,U.S.A.H., AP0 8hl, VNew York, New York
~ It looks like I'1l spend just about all of my remaining 18% months in
the army here in Puerto Rico, T cen't complaln any, though - no inspect.-
tons or anything like at Valley Foree, znd the weather 1s great,

/Are you listening, Joe Sarno?/

DON FITCH, 3908 Frijo, Covina, Cslif. - On the whole I think I disagree
with Trimble; he's talking about the contlnuation of club fandom, as
someone has pointed out, snd larsme clubs such as the LASFS might be able
to recrult from personal contact, but the "loners" make up an important
segment of fandom, and a fandom composed largely of people who are “fan-
nish" but not interested in (or sharing a common backgrcund of ) sf would
not only be a fandom different from that we know, T think it would not
have sufficient binding force to hold peoole even as long as the cur-
rent fandom does,

BOB TUCKER, Box 702, Bloomington, Illinols - You've heard of things such
as stories or pilctures "falling between two stocls"? It may be 4iffi-
cult to imagine but this movie /he enclosed a huge set of ads for "The
Warrior Empress"/ falls between three of them. 'Tis a stralght-forward
adventure tale set in Lesbos, with chariot races, boat races, wars,
rapes, tax-collecting and other merry Roman customs. Sappho pants hot
and heavy for the handsome hero and doesn't seem to understand why her
room=mate looks at her with longing in her eyes. So the room-mate com~
mits sulcide and Sappho marries the handsome hero. Yolks!

And there ain't no women warriors in the flic, Nor warrlor empress,
elther. Just a nasty old king and his nasty o0ld general.

But there 1s one hell of a lot of unintended laughs. .

Last week we played a good vampire plc called BLOOD & ROSES, You can

gee the "surprise’ ending coming a mile off, but other parts of the plc
are worthwhile,

Joe Pilati caught me with my coin book upside down, or verheps 1t
was thet I was reading the latest 1ssue of AIRLY STORIES and was merely
using the coin book as a shi:ld, I misread the date, or mlstyped 1%; 1t
should have read "precious 191% dime". This here crazy book claims that

2 1916-D dime 1s worth almost any amount from a low of U7 to a high of
2400, I'm going to go look for oOne. :

I don't qulte know how to break the terrible news to Vic Ryan, but
a catastrophe has overtsken a2 lar~e part of the mimeo surplies he left
me. & laree box contalnlnhg reams of paper, a roller, a brush, some ink,
etc. was stored in the basement, atop my workbench. I thought it reas-
onably safe there, and even neglected to cover 1t over. During the be-
low zero weather a few weeks g0 my wife ot chlckenhearted and permlt-
ted the two mangy cats who 1live here to sleep in the basement. Belng
housebroken, the cats hunted like mad for s proper receptacle when the
time came. “hen you next recelve a fanzine from Bloomington, examine
the paper carefully; you may find a distinculshed watermark.

DAVE HULAN, 228-D Niblo Drive, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama - Boges' art-
jcle — well, I know it's 1like heresy and all that, but T happen not to
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be a Borgscphile. I just don't llke his writing style. The idea of this
piece didn't strike me, either - I agree that this may well have been
the way the thing went, but wotthehell - it isn't that important to
waste four pages on. -
feorge Scithers' story, on the other hand, was excellent. Best thing
in the ish,' for my money, - /We try %o provide somethlng for everyone...,

"Night Ride" - ugh. Any story 1n which the reader must struggle to
figure out what's going on is, by my dictum, crud.

Tucker's column was interesting, but inspires no comment,

Ted White's column was the second~best thing in the ish., T am glad
to see that somebody finally aesreces with me about STARSHIF TROOPERS and
ROGUE MOON., A month or so ago I flnally read STARSHIP TRCOPZRS and was
amazed at the difference between what fans were saying about it and what
the book really had to say. I never pay any attention to FXSKE serials
or "novels" because I know darn well they've been cut to rlbbons and
can't be judged by any reasonable standsrd. I usually read them, to see
if the plot is something interestine, but other than thet whet judgement
can be made? » ) 5

I might make a snlde remerk to the effect that it won't teke man to
render most of New lMexico uninhebitable -~ Nature did that long ago.
EOEeger, I'd probably met such s Roy Tackett and Juniate on my beck if
- i . 4= 5

Joe Filati's remarke recall to mind agaln one of my pet peeves -~ the
narrow-minded provinclalicm of most big-elty dwellers, especlally New
Yorkers end-San Franclscens (don't know why they're alweys the worst,
but thHey are)}., Most »f them seem to think thet nothlng worthwhile ever
comes from anywhere else. While I heve mone on record es belng against
fanzine reviews as such 1a the prozines, I do think thet some sort of
depertment devoted to fandom, or et leest in which fens' names and ad-
dresses appear, 1s alrmost indlspensable if feandom ls not to be event-
pally 21most an exclusively blp-city affelr, The lettercols in the 2-D
zlnes ere the main recruiting element now, 1t seems - I beceme a fan
through writing to & few people whose names appeered in them, and since
then I heve recrulted two new fen myself because I weént on a jag of
letterhzcking the pros during the summer, hed six or elght letters
printed, end was contacted by SF enthusiasts who had heerd of fandom
and wanted to know how to met gctive. Remove this source and how woulad
these potential fans, from north Alabama, central Ohic, and such non-
metropolitan areas be contacted? Granted Ella Parker's point that if
the prozlines dlsappear, fandom 1s powerless to do anything sbout it,
still one can at least hope for the survival of the prozlnes....

Fretty good idea E.E, Evers had, about putting coples of good fmz
(not necessarily YANDRO - to the uninitiated, a gond bit of YANDRO as
well es many other top fanzines would be incomprehensible - I rather
tend to favor AMRA or NEW FRONTIZRS, thoush the latter zlne T haven't
seen a copy of in a year) in the libraries, In fact, 1f I can bring my-.
self to part with a few of my own, I think I'll take them downtown to
the city library and see if I can work something out with the librarian.

LEWIS GRANT, Jr. (fenlus - Reasonable Rates - I Furnish Own Fencil)
5810 So, Harper Ave,, Chicego 15, Ill. - What I want to know is, what
d1d Rog Ebert have for supper that night?
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I therefore find it screamingly funny. Sardonically, that is, A large
part of the trouble we are in is due to our own little selves not both~
ering to do anything about our previous troubles, I think the feeling
that Ted expresses 1s one reasson for the swltch to the conservative side
in this country. The damned old twentieth century won't work like 1%
should, so0 let's go back to the nineteenth,

The maln problem of the world todav is that just about everyone hes
suddenly switched to the American world vlew; the American ldea of his~
tory, since it has obviously worked so well for the Americens,

For ten thousand years or so, since soclety was stratified and spec-
1glized, the common man hes had the idea that he didn't "make" history.
History was made by kings, emporers, cenerals, and such like. The com-
mon man just shuffled along in his furrow untll they deepened 1t some
end shoved him in it, Not rnly did the common man feel that he was of @
lower order, by birth, than klnes, emperors, etc., he often believed in
Regress. The World Was Much Better Back In The Good 01d Days, and will
continue to get worse until it cets so bad it just collapses. This was
a world view which didn't promote much chanre. First off, you couldn't
change 1t, that was the Job of the generals and werlords. Secondly, as
any fool could plainly see, just gbout every change was worse,

The first larce organized eroup to insist that klngs were no better
than anybody else, and 1n fact, everyone is created equal, were the Am-
ericans, They went around preaching that the common man, by getting to-
gether with a bunch of other commen men, c¢nuld change history, and
change 1t for the better. This was a radically new concept for 1776 and
all the years before 1t, Unfortunately, a lot of other people, like in
South America, Russis, Indonesie, China, the Congo, etc., listened.

The funny part is that Americans have lost this feelingz that the com-
mon man can do something. We micht as well be back under a king.

Wnile reading about lssers yesterdasy, I thought of uslng a laser as
a weapon. Not as a death ray, tho it might work that way, but for port-
able use. You canh be blinded very easily 1f you get hit in the eye with
a blast from a laser. A couple of men were blinded temporarlly already.
Suppose you have a light power pack like an electronic flash pack, and
a laser “gun®, You keep shapping at advancinz men a mile or =0 away.The
enemy would either have to keep his vision averted, wear speclal gog-
gles, or take the chance of getting hit in the eye, which would be pair
ful and disabling. Of course, if they got too close, the laser would be
a very good target, but you would have to gult at the appropriate
point. It would be a good anti-riot weapon, anyway.

Just thought of another weaspon, I read in SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN that
surceons have to use a stalnlese steel screwdriver when they tighten
stainless steel pins 1n & bone. Otherwise the minute particles of dif-
ferent material set up a battery action whlch causes paln. Hg, s0 we
ralvanize half of each buckshot!

DICK ENEY, 417 Ft, Hunt Rd., Alexandria, Virginia - food lord, does
Juanita have 10 stand by and count for the machlne before pressing the
button that turns it off£? /You're joking, of course..... . BSC/

You know, one almost forgets what a lethal sense of humor Redd Boggs
has between appeareances of stories like "Art's Engineer"., All to the
good; 1t keeps us from wearing out our sense of wonder,

So does Campbell,

For that matter, even Ted White manasges it at times, My first cur-
1os8ity, on finding him tesring into Budrys, was how AJ had hurt Ted's
feelings: but actuslly we needn't look for a remote motive, Fointlng




out that gosh all the fans who
fell for that silly Rogue Moon
are slobs 1s simply a sweeplng
one-upmanship ploy which, hap-
pily, has a couple of barn-

* gized holes in 1t. One of thenm
—- that anybody who apprecliates
RM is sn igeernant slob -~ 18
_sort of a matter of taste, but
if we may teke & poll...? All
right, geng, how many of you
went to be sophisticated wits
like Ted White, and how many
want to be ignhorant slobs like
ting back to the story, the
other hole 1s in accepting the
notion that Rogue Moon is a
novel, gnd should portray Real~
. istic Motivations and Three-
Dimensional Characters snd Sound Sclence snd other weedy things. As I've
explained elsewhere, Rogue Moon ls in reality a good old-fashlioned Mel-
odrama, which is not deplcting a slice of life but playlng cat's-cradle
with the emotions of the sudlence, you dig? The important thing is what
we feel, not whether Budrys left unexplored some byway of the plot that
thHe reviewer would've made much of had he been in AJ's shoes, Ignored
the possibilities of Hawks' devlce as® a matter duplicator, did he? True,
but &J d1d deal ably with some mundane themes like 1ife and death —-
and on a nhell of a lot higher level of abstraction than the bilge that
has been spouted on those subjects during our Great Big Debate on So-
cial Responsibility, After asll, we should let that excuse his lack of
Technological Insight, Mr, Camp....uh, White. You can't expect these
pros to be fannlish all the time,

/My, you and Ted do disagree on occasion, don't you? After all, he

might have taken a swipe at "Rogue Moon" because he thought it was a
Tousy book, My own objectlon to Ted's review 1s thet, after admitting
that Budrys was deliberately building toward an emotionsl olimax, his
main objection was that the emotions presented weren't entirely realis-
tic. Mow if we had been consldering "Rogue Moon" for a Nobel Prize in
literature, this would be a serious drawback, but the competition for

a Hugo 1s not guite that keen. Personally, I think that Budrys succeed-
ed in what he was attempting to do es well as the authors of the other
Huge contenders succeeded in thelr intentions. And 1f what he was try-
ing to do was less familiar, and the results seem a bit more odd - well,
what else 1s sclience fiction good for? God knows I've read enough ob-—
jections to the trite (in other words, famillar) novels of other auth-
ors. And, of course, considering technological drawbacks in a novel
based on emotion is akin to objecting to Tolklen because his novel 16

st odds with history. I agree with Ted that "Rogue Moon" wasn't a

great elassic stf novel, but we're lucky If we get one of those once 1ln
five years or so, 'RSC/ ‘ =

BOB LICHTMAN, 6137 So, Croft Ave,, Los Angeles 56, Calif. -~ Though I'll
agree with Juanita that the Fandbook that Franson wrote ls probably an

invaluable guidebook, or something to that effect, I find myself read-

ing through it somewhat incredvlously. I mean, T don't uee all this
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crep in my writing, and I don't know many fans outside of the very new

or very affected that do, The other day, I had occasion to present ohe

of these booklets to a friend of mine who wes finding difficulty in de-
ciphering some of the terminology that cropped up from time to time in

the fanmazazines I was supplylng. But before I 4id, I went through and

thoroughly annoteted 1t, and upon presentetion I sald,"Just use this to
look uﬁ speciflc definitions, because a 10t of this stuff is utter non-
sense,

T don't blame "Jane Smith" for using a pseudonym to write this let-
ter. T don't know wino she is, but if her thought in writling was to get
readers to empathlze and sympathize with her former plight, she has
certalnly succeeded. I've never seen qguite such a semantlically loaded
letter, even though the events described are sickening enough in them-
selves. The problems "Jane" faced are slmilar to those I had to contend
with before I left Los fngeles only in that they have handlcapped her
in certaln fields of endeavour, I don't propose to enter into any sort
of discussion about this here, however,

/Well, Don dldn't produce hls "fandbook" as a thesaurus of phrases for
buddinq fan-writers; or at least I don't thlnk he did. Except for
"heesh® (surely this wae a typo?) and a couple of the more obseure club
initials, I've seen every phrase Don lists used at one time or another,
80 there 1s a legitimate reason for their inclusion -~ I use a 1ot of
them myself, primarily becguse they seve space. RSC/

MIKE DECKINGER, 31 Carr Flace, Fords, New Jersey -~ Adklns cover was
good . except for one thing. Due to air requlirements end the necessity
of conserving oxygen, I don't think that most spaceships will sgllow
smoking, as the two characters on the cover are so brazenly dolng.

Bogrs! article was a lot of laughs., Yes, I suppose things would be
a bit like that.

. "And Scithers came up with
as -neat a punch llne as I've
seen in a long time in an sf
story. The only trouble is
the tale was basically hum-
orous. I1'd rather see a sto-
ry employing this ending be
written 1in. a serious, maybe
even dead-pan style, so that
the effect is helghtened by
the build-up.

Ebert, as usual, ls res-
ponsible for some excellent
of f-trall fiction,

I've always been fond of
DeWeese's revliews because at
one’ tlme I was gquitte a fan-
atical sf fllm-goer myself
(the urge has quieted down
somewhat), The Forrest Tuck-
er eplc he mentions was
coupled wlth two others:
"The Crewling Eye" ("The
Trollenberg Terror! over-
gsess) anud "Cosmic Monsters'
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("Stpange World of Planet X" overseas) as film versions of popular
British serials, like the two Quatermass films, for instance. I've seen
"The Uninvited" seversl times, and while there were some gond effects,
T was oretty bored with it. I would suggest as one of the best sleepers
in the fantasy line the British made "Three Cases of Murder", partlcu-
larly for the first of three tales that comprlse this package. Castle's
Np. Sardonicus" was simply awful, except for the ending which showed
a 11ttle ingenuity. Castle has Just finished a comlc version of XZotz¥
with Tom Foston and Julla Meade and is worklng on a remake of [The Cld
Dark House", And CGene DeWeese, shame on you for applsuding "Homicidadl";
1t was one of the phonlest takeoffs on '"Fsycho' I've ever seen,

The letter by Jene Smith has one comforting note %toO 1t; only a small
majority of parents are the ageressive, dominating type that she was
forced to contend with. I've been fortunate 1n that my folks are com-
nletely tolerant towards fandom snd sf, snd my father even went so far
=3 t0 urge me to go to the Seacon, so that I would have a good tlms.
Frankly I experienced more of this mental domination in school, with
teachers who refused to believe I was capable of reading and understand.-
ing certain booke, or who were so infused with a John Birch type of Amw
ericanism that any dissenting opinions immediately labelled you as a
communist. 4nd which type of parental tyrahny 1s worse; that practiced
by the parents, who have to raise the chlld, or that practiced by the
teachers, who are pald to educate and teach a child?

To Terry Carr: In the U.S, the fllm was known as "Digbolique; over-
seas it was "Les Diaboliques", if I'm not mlistaken.

/I trust you meant "a small minority" instead of "o small majority"; if
T really thought any kind of majority of US parents were like Jane's,
T'd emigrate to Cenada (or Sweden) immedistely.  RSC/

CHARLES WELLS, 190 Elm St,, Oberlln, Ohio - I felt kind of cheated at
the end of the Scithers story. The twist at the ending 1s e rather weak
play on words; in pacts-with—the—devil stories, nne wants the devwil to
wiggle out of his agreement by the application of sheer loglc, no%& Dby

& pun.
/But whet could be more loglicsl? Isn't the direction of Hell glven as
"3down"? And isn't the pun the "lowest form of humor"? Ergo..... RSC/

A1l this talk sbout Bach and Hendel 1s interesting, especlally as I
am a rabid Barogue fan, but I am somewhat bothered by the fact that all
anyone sald sbout them boils down to a recital of likes and dont-llkes,
I heve just finished a music-appreciation course at Oberlin, and_1it was
» pood music-appreciatlion course, %00, taught by one of the people { romu
the Conservatory, which is supposed to be one of the top three or four
in the country. I got a lot out of the course; I scquired considerable
vocebulary for describing music and learned something of the history
and sociology of music (end I never even knew music had a soclology).
But, dammit, the orly chenge I can detect in my muslcal conversatlon 1s
thet now I Can go into more detall about what I 1like end don't like;
instead of saying "I 1ike Bach", I can give out with things llke NT
1ike Bach's clever way of handling sequences in his fugues" or some-~
thing. But I still cennot find any way to discuss good and bed music
objectively. I am beginning to wonder if there ls any way to do that, I
know Foul Anderson had some good 1deas 1n an article recently in 0One
of Donsho's fanzines about that, but I cen't apply any of his ideas.
It's sort of sad to think that all muslcal aesthetics boils down to 1is
"I 1ike this and I don't like that".

Mind you, I'm not talking abouf performance, but the music itself,
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Performence does have objective stendards, to a polnt! en opera singer
who sines off-key is not a good singer, But even that is a standard
within the fleld, for sn Indien singer who uses querter tones (forbld-
den in opera) 1s doing what 1s expected of her ln that field,

Dagve Locke's letter: I don't know about him, but it does not "grotch
the hell" (whatever that means) out of me when an editor prints an ar-
ticle by me and then immediately follows 1t with a rebuttal. &And I say
this just after Marion Bradley did that very thing to me, Yhy should &
object? It's her fanzine, after all; furthermore, I 2lmost expect a
faned to do that if he/she disagrees wlth me.

PEAAY RBAE McKNIAHT, "Six Acres', Box 06, Lansdsle, Pennsylvenis Jand I
must eay that's about the right size post office box for a fan/ - Camp-
bell's speech was also welcome. And I agree wlth Buck when he says down
with speakers who don't need notes, But lsn't 1% wonderful, and aren't
we jealous? I am,

feorpe Scithers turned the looking glass ln still another directicn
and came up with yet another blt of fun. Wish I could think of things
1ike that., /So do I, WE0/

Now, may I plesse comnlein a small bit. Everytime you review ETWAS
you say that no price or informatlion 18 given. But, heaven only knows
how often I have said that ETWAS 1s completely irregular, even in 1ts
recent repgulerity,

T have also made a bit of fun out of my lack of bookkeeping talents
in saying that I didn't intend_to ret 21l muddled up with aomoyand then
have to put out an 1ssue when I didn't want to put one out,
/Well . what's wrong with s stetement -- a whole sentence, maybe. —- on
the contents page Of every fesut for the benefit of us absent-minded
reviewers? Sure 1t looks monotonous, but your regular readers won't
read 1t anyway (I recently had a regular subscriber ask if Alan Dodd
recelved YANDRO; he's been the British Agent for 6 years) and reviewers
will appreciate it, RSG/

THOMAS DILLEY, Box 3042 , University Statlon, Gainesville, Florida ~
The trenscription of the Campbell speech was very interesting indeed,
C. presents an extremely logical argument which, within ltself, holds
together. But I wonder -- T am not at all up on recent science ficticn
and have not yet read enough of the older varlety. But within a very
limited experience. I have been much more fascinated by the older fic-
t1on -- and I wasn't around "back then"; I am not fondly looking back
upon "my youth" -- indeed, part of my lack of qualification ln this
matter lies in the faect that I'm still too much in my youth —- though,
after all, this last may be no disqualification, Tor Campbell seems to
say that the "hard core" fans, as he calls them, were correct in thelr
youth and are now plind in their old age.

" is to reluctance towerd change: if everyone 1s soO adamant, so reluc-
tant to change, why was the (s0 I hear) monumental chsenge represented
by ASTOUNDING in the early 40's greeted with preise and heppy_circula-

tlon figures? WhX wagn't a1l this griped about, carped over? Perchance
Yt micht be reolied that the present "hard corée" was in its youth then,

that this youth herslded the then pioneer sf, and that there was not a
large enough hard-core-for-20's—and-30's-fiction to stop the Whole
Glorious Thing, All of which is fine. Eut where are today's youth, rush-
ine in to stop the hard core from clogging the works? All I see are
some rather discouraging circuletlon figures on some discouragingly Tew
magazines with fictlon of (laregely) discouraglng auality. And 1'm a




youth, and I'm suppesed to like
this stuff, No, sclience fiction
has not been killed, and it's
not dead, but, by Gernsback,
it's dying,

Mr., Tackett's pun on p.3l
came upon me while T wasn't
looking, and hit so hard that I
reacted rather violently., I had
thought that my only audlible
evidence of pain was a muffled
gurgle, but apparently not; the
rest of the household rushed to
the WC with the pumps, etc,,
thinking the toilet had over-
loaded, flushed, and exploded
agaln,

/Campbell's remarks about "hard
core" fans are more pertinent
when you consider what he means
by the term. When he talks
about hard core fans, he ob-
viously bases hls statements on
the fans he knows, How many of
you fanzine editors out there
include Campbell on your mall~
ing 1ists? I don't (he's gettlng this lssue because of the comments on
his material, but he won't get the next unless he pays for it). What
fans does he know? There's Taurasl and the S F TIM%S crew; with the em—
phasls on pro news, they should circulate thelr mag to the pro editors,
and I assume that they do. There are a few other of the more serious
zines of the past and present; Ed Wood may have included JWC on his
mailling 1lst when he was publishing, snd I belleve that Sam Moskowltsz
mentioned something in ¥The Immortal Storm®™ about sending Campbell his
zines. In short, I doubt that Campbell's idea of "hard core fans" 1is
nearly zs broad as that of the rest of us; 1f he knows fregg Calkins or
Harry Werner I'11l be surprised, end if he knows F,M, Pusby, Ted White,
Bruce Pelz, Rich Bergeron, Bill Donaho or myself I'll be amazed. The
fans he knows (whatever thelr private opinions) do £411 their public
utterances with nostalgia for the Good 01d Days. RSG/
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TERRY CARR, 56 Jane St,, New York 14, N,¥Y. - That cover ls hack Adkins
work, but L['m tasteless enough to like 1t a blt anyhow.

Juanita's comments on how to publish umpty issues of fenzines, des-
pite their over-the-border lyricism in places, are well-taken. Person-
ally, I don't much like running mimeos, and during my 12 fanning-years
have owned only one - that one for about a year, and it was a gift.
I've had hektos (hate 'em and haven't touched one for years and years,
though when Andy Main brought out his a coupla months ago I had to ad-
mit the gelatin-odor was sense-of-wonderish) and a ditto, which I rath-
er liked running, but on the whole the mechanical end of fanac leaves
me cold, Hey - have you ever heard of any fan who liked collating and
stapling? I haven't,

Bu%t I love etencilling artwork and dolne layouts, It seems to be
with me, something like knitting with some women; 1t relaxes me, Welll
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irnore the fact that I'm Jjust a frustrated, no-talent artist, because
there's not much parallel with Juanita there, but T can thoroughly un-
derstand and appreciate her feelinps remarding the stencilling of &art-
work, Hell, sometimes when I just want to sit down znd think (plotting
2 story, deciding what I think of some ldea I've encountered) I'1l gzrab
on Ltom or Adkins drawing and spend an hour copylng 1t onto a stencil,
and enjoy 1t thoroughly. And Tlye been involved in something like 250
fanElne IS8SUEE,

Scithers' story is interesting, but the ending 1s lnvelld -- the
wieh was That the demon love the guy unselfishly, and you don't love a
food unselfishly. Tt's a red herring, I say. (I don't thlnk I like her-
ring.)

Campbell's point hes been made often, but there's a grain of truth
tn it. I think the classlic ctatement of 1t was Fete Graham's "The Gold-
en Age of Science Flction ie between 12 and 13",

Rog Ebert's story makes absolutely no sense, and I hope both you and
he realize it, Phosh! /I smile enigmatically...... =8¢/

T think vou've answered Wood's first point pretty well in your edlit-
orial, Buck, but his second section deserves o rebuttal too: itfs just
bereing the cuestion, He names 10 "econtomporaries" of FAUTASY COMMEN-
TATOR which were top-quality zines, true to the letter of your chall-
enge, but all he's proven 1is thet a survev of the best of 10 years Can
just about always beat the best of any glven
year. (Compare the latest F%SF with lllle'
14 Decade Of F&SF" for instance; what does
it prove?) What Wood reeslly Objects to 1S
non-stf-centeredness in fanzines, and from
the decede (spprox.} of fannish and other
non-only-stf zines I'1ll give him,.,Oh,
HYPHEN and “ARHOON and GRUE and A BAS and
APORRHETA and IRNUEND? (well, he nemed g5
‘DESTINY!) and HABAYKUK apd HORIZOKS and
Fnever's ORION and PSYCHOTIC and any num-
ber of others, Those were pond zines he
mentioned, for the most part, but so ere
‘the ones I mentioned,

/Campbellts theory has e grain of truth
in 1t, but there are too meny fans who '
discovercd stf about 1950 (such es myself)
or even 1950 (see Tom Dlliley's letter) who
still prefer the older stf to the present
variety. (Though again, there's a blt of
anthologism creeping in; there weren't A
sny more good stories published in, say, é%?
19L& than there were in 1961. Put the Aﬁﬂﬂﬂf
early '40's were better than todsy, L
even on a year-by-year comparlson,
and a 1ot of today's beegt sterles
never appear in the magazines, which
are the items under discussion.) RS0/

Set, ROBERT F, SMITH, 1 Amenities Unit,
Victoria Barracks, Sydney, N.S.W., Aus-
tralia — Betty Xujawa's extracts from

that curious boox cn the Englishmen and
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love has by now,I imagine, brought forth most of YANDRO's British regld-
ers from their usual stald, tea-slrping shells with roars of wrath and
fiery brazdishing of the TIMES, Speaklng as an Englishmen (although I
shouldn't really call myself one snymore, I suppose) of some thirty-two
summere I am inclined to vlew her idess with hostile contempt, and a
sugrestion that she mind her own business...

T didn't particularly agree with Ed Wood, and I'm not too sure that
John Trimble's vlewpoint is any too appealing to my easy-solng pleture
of "fandom", either, This "recrulting" attitude definitely len't. Fan-
dom is not some "way of 1life" or "a godamned hobby", nor 1s 1t some
high-mlinded form of cliqulsh press-gangery. How the devil would one
¥now when fandom dled, anyway? On whose sayso would you, Buck, cease
pubiicatiOn of YANDRO?

/Well, that's easy; when we didn't have anybody to send 1t to, lot like-

1y to occur, as far as we're concerned, tho someone like Wanshel might
live to sae the day. REC/

- FRANK WILIMCZYK, UW7 10th. sve,, New York 1, N.Y. - Ted Whilte's com-
plaint about megazines cutting down books 18 justified, certainly, but
his explenation differs from my understendinz of the situation. A
friend who worked on slick megezines, where the serlal rights businesc
ig standard procedure, told me thet the chorter magazline versions ree-
sulted from othar reasons then spece limitetions, His explenation wes
thet when a megazine publlisher contracts 1o publish a novel prior %o
book publication, one of the stipuletions made by the herd-cover people
is thet the novel be cut down. The gimmick belng that the hard-cover
editlon is the complete version, and the magazine verslon a watered-
down one. That this policy 1s a sound one (from the publisher!'s point
of vlew) 1s evidenced by Ted's admonition to resd STARSHIP TRO0PERS
rather than SOLDIERS,

/Sounds reasonable; any professional editors in the audience care to
comment? Larry. Avram, Don, John? RSC/

Flle Perker's addendum to Tucker's snslysls of post-homb conditlions
1s most interesting. The initial idea 1is, logicplly, thet money is val-
ueless in a sifustion in which a socletal structure no longer exists,

But here Ella's friend's resction survests that money will retain 1ts
velue, at lesst for a short time, It's molng %o teke at least a few
dzys for most people tc realize thet they're decling merely with pleces
of nicely orinted paper., If you went 1o clesn up, pile up ¢1l1l the cagh
vou con ahead of time. Durlng thet short period of readjustment, mone,
will retain its previous identity, and anyone with a goodly amount of
cash on hend will be able to buy up snything 1ln sight. Spend ever buck
you heave on hand, losd up, and take off for the hinterlands before the
enraged clods you've hornswogpled reallze they've been took. Inciden-
tally, it might be a good 1des to print up a lot of counterfelt money
well aheed of time; I'm sure meost of the Treasury Bureau people will

be reduced to whatever they can be reduced to during the blast, and

the remainder will not be lssulne bulletins on how to spot a fake
threc~dollar Bill.

/Have mimeo, will travel? Just in cese any leral suthorlties are watch—
ing, lesve 1t be known that I am not now end never heve been advocating
the counterfelting of money. Embezzlement 1s fer less work, RSC/

/ind we still have letters, Includlng e couple of non-toplcal comments
b7 Renéy Scott and Alan Dodd thet I've been holding for a couple of
months alireedy....one of these days I'1ll publish them. But not this
month., RSC/
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